
West Virginia Negligent Homicide Provisions 

§17C-5-1. Negligent homicide; penalties.

(a) When the death of any person ensues within one year as a proximate result of injury received
by the driving of any vehicle anywhere in this state in reckless disregard of the safety of others,
the person so operating such vehicle shall be guilty of negligent homicide.

(b) Any person convicted of negligent homicide shall be punished by imprisonment for not more
than one year or by fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars,
or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(c) The commissioner shall revoke the license or permit to drive and any nonresident operating
privilege of any person convicted of negligent homicide.

§17C-5-2. Driving under influence of alcohol, controlled substances or drugs; penalties.
(a) Any person who:

(1) Drives a vehicle in this state while he or she:

(A) Is under the influence of alcohol;

(B) Is under the influence of any controlled substance;

(C) Is under the influence of any other drug;

(D) Is under the combined influence of alcohol and any controlled substance or any other drug; or

(E) Has an alcohol concentration in his or her blood of eight hundredths of one percent or more,
by weight; and

(2) While driving does any act forbidden by law or fails to perform any duty imposed by law in
the driving of the vehicle, which act or failure proximately causes the death of any person within
one year next following the act or failure; and

(3) Commits the act or failure in reckless disregard of the safety of others and when the influence
of alcohol, controlled substances or drugs is shown to be a contributing cause to the death, is
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned in a state correctional facility
for not less than two years nor more than ten years and shall be fined not less than one thousand
dollars nor more than three thousand dollars.


